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Are We Ready for ‘School’ Abolition?
Thoughts and Practices
of Radical Imaginary in Education
	 The	following	document	seeks	to	engage	a	set	of	questions	traditionally	as-
sociated	with	the	organized,	grassroots	activist	and	scholarly	resistance	to	abolish	
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cess,	etc.),	I	ask	them	a	second	question:	are they good teachers because of the 
school system or is it something else.	After	more	conversation,	I	ask	them	do	they	
think	those	teachers	are	skilled	because	they	reject	common	notions	of	school.	In	
short,	are they skilled at what they do in spite of the system?	Going	deeper	into	the	














remainder	of	this	document	is	as	follows:	given the constraints and foundations of 
state-sanctioned violence as ‘schooling,’ can education happen in the institution 




























































































































































































a	process	 to	 this	end	echoes	 the	sentiment	of	Michael	Dumas’	comments	on	 the	
challenge	to	educational	researchers	that	operate	from	a	critical	perspective.













those	 forms	of	 systemic	violence	and	 institutionalized	dehumanization	 that	are	





1.	Challenge and resist the proliferation of corporate charter school 










education.	Mired	under	 the	problematic	 rhetoric	of	 ‘choice’,	vouchers	
siphon	pubic	dollars	from	state	general	education	funds,	leaving	fewer	
resources	for	public	schools.	





4.	Support efforts to challenge the proliferation of high-stakes standardized 






5.	Support the movement for quality education in the form of acces-






6.	Support efforts to preserve and grow the work of radical educators 










7.	Build spaces where teachers and community members can support 
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